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Experimental methods can be used to investigate a number of sociolinguistic research 

questions, such as what social characteristics are associated with a particular sound or 

speech style (Purnell et al. 1999; Campbell-Kibler 2007; Levon 2007) and to what extent 

social information attributed to a speaker affects speech perception (Niedzielski 1999; 

Hay & Drager 2010). 

 

This workshop is an introduction to experimental methods, such as the matched-guise 

technique, that are commonly used in sociolinguistics.  It is intended for scholars who are 

new to experimental design. We will step through how to match an experimental method 

to a research question, and how to design, set up, and run an experiment. The benefits and 

drawbacks of different methodological decisions as well as ethics in experimental work 

will be discussed.   

 

All workshop participants should bring a laptop, with PsychoPy already installed.  Prior 

to the workshop, an email with more information will be sent out to registered 

participants. 
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